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For all those food lovers out there we’ve got
a great new offer for you. When you subscribe

to the Yorkshire Evening Post you’ll not only save up
to 25% on the cover price but you’ll also receive a 6 month
membership to the Hi-Life Diners Club absolutely free.

The Hi-Life Dining Club is in it’s 27th Year and offers members 2 for
1 dining at thousands of restaurants throughout the UK and Ireland,
including lots of big chains. Membership to Hi-Life allows you to
dine at any of these restaurants and receive the introductory offer of
2 meals for the price of 1*
You can subscribe to the Yorkshire Evening Post for less than 38p
per day. To take advantage of this great offer or find out more
visit www.subscriptionline.co.uk/YEP and quote the offer code
YEPOP0006 when prompted. Then simply follow the step by step
process and once completed we’ll post out your first set of pre-
paid vouchers which can be exchanged for your Yorkshire Evening
Post at any newsagents or retailer. Alternatively you can call the
Subscription Line on 0844 9916464
(Lines open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm, Sat 9am to 1pm, calls charged at local rate from land line).

This offer is limited so sign up today
to ensure you don’t miss out.
*Unless otherwise stated.
Payment is by recurring direct debit only, Terms and Conditions apply. £58 saving is
based on a 12 months subscription to the Yorkshire Evening Post.

www.subscriptionline.co.uk/YEP

6 Month Membership
EXCLUSIVE
SAVINGS!
worth over £58.00
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Subscribe to and get

FREE

Times

RAISING
THE FLOOR:
In winter
the pool
at Bramley
Baths would
be covered
to create a
dance floor

FAMILY
LIFE: Gillian
Faulhauber
with her
father
Handley
Pearce,
who was
the baths
manager.
Right,
Gillian
today

Memories of
Leeds people

and places

The height of
fun!
As a community group bids

to take over the running of
Bramley Baths, Times Past
looks back at the history of one

of the city’s finest remaining examples
of Edwardian architecture and speaks to
the daughter of its former manager, Mr
Pearce.

When Gillian Faulhauber was eight she and
her sister moved into Bramley Baths with their
mother, Florence and father Handley Pearce, who
took over as manager.

That was in 1946 but Gillian, 72, remembers her
time at Bramley Baths with great fondness and
detail – she remained there until 1962, when she
left to marry – her parents stayed until 1970.

The mother-of-two and grandmother of eight
said: “I had a fabulous childhood, I never needed
to go out because all my entertainment was right
on my doorstep. I would swim during the summer
and during the winter, the pool would be covered

to create a dance floor. I
remember watching them
cover it, they used to use huge
floor-to-ceiling rafters which
they stored in a room at the
back, they had to be graded
because of the slant of the pool,
so they were all numbered.

Huge
Then over that they would

lay boards about three metres
by two, cover all the cubicles
with curtains and put chairs in
front. It was a huge operation
which took about a week.

“My father used to be in
friendly rivalry with the
manager of Armley Baths,
which also had a dance floor
– the two used to ring each other
to compare attendance figures.

“Our house was at the front
of the building, we had a living
room and sitting room but no
kitchen – mother
would cook on a
stove in the laundry
room, where she
had a long table for
baking.

“Upstairs were
two bedrooms and a
room with a loo but
no bathroom, so we
had to use the public baths to
get washed like everyone else.

“Friday night was always a
rush, a lot of the houses nearby
didn’t have bathrooms. The
Russian baths were also very
popular.”

Retired art teacher Gillian,
who has two children and
eight grandchildren, also
recalled her father, who is still

remembered by many from the
area as a stern disciplinarian.

“He could be strict, he had
only to point at someone who

was playing up and
then point to the
changing rooms and
they would be out
and when we had
dances, he would
use the ‘fingertip
test’ on Teddy Boys,
which meant any
jacket longer than

the length of the arm held
to the sides was classed as
an overcoat and had to be
deposited in the cloakroom.

“A notice displayed on the
wall by the bandstand read
‘bopping during sessions only’
and was usually obeyed. But
I can remember him walking
down the corridor with a boy
under each arm, he wasn’t tall

but he was very strong.
“He was a really lovely man,

the life and soul of the party, a
real raconteur. He died in 1993
aged 85.”

Prior to living at Bramley
Baths, retired art teacher
Gillian lived with her family
at the now demolished Union
street Baths next to Kirkstall
Market.

“I was quite streetwise by
the time I moved to Bramley,
because I had to walk through
the market every day, we lived
next to The Tatter, which is
where they sold second-hand
goods, I can even smell the
abattoir today.”

The baths, which opened on
October 17, 1904, became Grade
II listed in september 1996
and have been operating on
reduced hours since May.

However, the recently

formed Friends of Bramley
Baths plan to take over the
lease of the building by
November and open the baths
full time.

Group secretary Bryony
King said: “We want a lot
more activities and have even
considered covering the pool
for dances again.”

Leeds West Labour MP
Rachel Reeves has been
instrumental in helping to
secure the future of the baths.

she said: “It’s an iconic
building, there’s some
fantastic history there and
we want to preserve that for
future generations.”

The building still has its
original oak entrance foyer,
tiling, changing cubicles
and ornate iron balustrade
running around its edge.

neil.hudson@ypn.co.uk


